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ZHunaamaﬂ Naiwe Aamggmd in S’p y Plot

ByGREGORY JAYNES .
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AUGUSTA, GA., April 19 — Otto At-
tilla Gilbert, a native of Hurgary, was
arra.xgned here today on charges of con-

-~ spiracy to commit espionage. . The Fed-

-eral authorities say he tried to buy na-
tional deferse secrets from a Hungar-
ian-born United States Army warrant
officer stationed at Fort Gordon. e
The officer, Janos Mihaly Szmolka, a

" paturalized American citizen, first re-
ported he was being recruited by Hun-
ganan mteihgence agents ‘while visit-
ing his family in Budapest four years
ago, according to an affidavit filed in
Federal Magistrate’s Court here. .

~ The affidavit cutlines-a long investi-
gation in which Officer Szmolka strung
“the Hungarians. along . under instruc-
tions from American intelligence

_ agents. The investigation led to the ar-

rest here Saturday of:Mr." Gilbert,
whose  surname was 'also given as
Gyepesand whothe F.B.1. said lived for
sometimein Forest Hills, Queens. - -
- United States . Magxstrate John W.:
‘Dunsmore Jr. ordered Mr. Gilbert held
withont bond pending-a preliminary
“hearing April 30. The magistrate toid
the defendant, **This is the most serious
offense a person can be charged with,
_shortof taking another person’s life,”

Suspect Was Carejully Monitored ;
Justice Department officials in Wash-‘

ington played down the case’s impor-
-tance.-*“It’s a good case, and undoubt-
_edly important to the officials involved

cial, “but.Gilbert is not an historic fig-
ure and:-his espionage- etforts don't
amount to that much.”” A senior official

" . at the Federal Bureau of Investigation

said- Mr. Gilbert’s actions had ‘been
caretully monitored and that the ties he

%tabhshed with thcer Szmolka hag

ment offi-’
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been carefully controlled by the bureau.
All information given to Mr. Gilbert by
“the ofticer was first cleared by Federal
authorities, according to the official.

This reaction by the Justice Depart-
ment officials suggests that the Federal
authorjties may have been after a high-
er-ranking figure in Hungarian military
intelligence, with Mr, Gilbert appar-
entlyactingonly asa courier. - . .

Espionage is a capital offense in thxs
country, punishable by life in prison or
execution. Iri the most recent espionage

“trial, Joseph George Helmich Jr., a for-
mer- Army warrant officer charged
with selling military coding informa-

- tion to the Soviet Union in 1963 and 1964,
was sentenced last September to hie in
prison. .

Details of the new case were sketchy
because the Federal authorities re-
ferred all questioners to the affidavit,
but this is how the legal papers de-

‘scribed the case against Mr. Gilbert:

- While on a Christmas visit to Buda-
p&st in 1977, Officer Szmolka,. then
based in W&st ‘Germany, was  ap-
proached by 2 man named Lajos Perl-

.aki, who later identified himself as dn-
officerin the Hungarian military intelli-
gence service. Officer :Szmolka re-
ported the meeting to’Army intelli-
gence, which enlisted him to fake coop-
eration with Rungarian intelligence

- Meeting in Vienna.

e In December 1979, after 13 te!ephone
‘calls from Mr. Perla}u to Officer
Szmolka, the Army. warrant officer
agreed to a meeting in Vienna. Ameri-
can agents -monitored the meeting, in
whichthe Hungarians told the officer he
could make $100,000 for turning over

- classified - documents - on . American

v‘ .

-weapons systems, troop deployment,

‘corder, met with Mr. Gilbert at 11: 55"

“officer’svanand gotin. < -
-~z Federal agents arrested Mr Gzlbert

= ].\"Although the F.B.I would confirm

.| mother was reluctant to retum to Hun- |-

< “*cried for months because she did not
it want to go, but she had no one to take
“careof her.”

&-a‘!*‘

.,~r
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cryptograpmc systems and rmhtary
plans and- operatxons accordm° to tha
court papers

OHficer Szmol‘ca was transferred to :
Fort Gordon in January 1980, Allen
Byron Gilbert, head of the Federal Bu-
reauof Investigation in Augusta, helped
him write letters to Mr. Perlaki over the
next year. In March 1981, Officer
Szmolka was sent to meet with Mr..

Perlaki in Viernma, taking with him 16"
rolls of undeve}oped film the Army and .
the ¥.B.1. had prepared. The offxcer re-
ceived 53,000, the papers said.

‘Another meeting was planned for Au.
gusta if the oftlcer could obtain a suhw’]
stantial ‘number " of - classified docu--
ments. With the Army and the F.B.1. 4
ghostwriting his letters, the officer ar- |’
ranged to meet with a representative of
Mr. Perlaki at the Confederate War Me—
morialin Augustaon Saturday. - .-

-Officer Szmolka wired witha tape re-

AM. The two men, who recognized
each other by reciting prearranged’
passwords, walkeds‘oyardsawayto the»

when he stepped out of the van 20
mmuteslater Lo

-‘uvediﬁq,ié&{smeim

onlythat Mr. Gilbert had lived in Forest §
' Hills, Connie Sadik, the manager of an
apartment house just off Queens Boule-.
vard, said Mr. Gilbert and his mother’
hadlived there for more than 20 years,
until Jast November. - g

: Residents remembered the man be-
lieved to be Mr. Gilbert as a person who
kept mostly to himsell and was absent
for long Pperiods. The: man’s mother,
who was in her late 70’s, was described.
as a tnandly woman who spoke h le
Enghsh &
= One neighbor a Hunvarian woman'
‘who asked not to be 1dennf1ed said the

gary last fall when her son announced | .
his plans. The neighbor said the thother




